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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 4
 

 ENGLISH LITERATURE         
              

TIME: 2 hours

Name: _____________________________________                                                   Class: _________

Choose ONE question from Section A, ONE question from Section B, and ONE question from 
Section C.  Answer ALL questions in Section D.  All sections carry equal marks.

You are reminded of the necessity for good English and orderly presentation of material. Answers 
should be supported by evidence from the text.

SECTION A – DRAMA                                                                                                            (25 marks)

Select the play you have studied at school.  Read the questions and choose ONE title for this section.

MACBETH  (William Shakespeare)  

1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

MACBETH                                           
                                                                My dearest love,
                       Duncan comes here tonight.
LADY MACBETH                  And when goes hence?
MACBETH
                       Tomorrow, as he purposes.
LADY MACBETH                               O! never                                                                       
                       Shall sun that morrow see!
                       Your face, my thane, is as a book, where men
                       May read strange matters.  To beguile the time,
                       Look like the time, bear welcome in your eye, 
                       Your hand, your tongue: look like the innocent flower
                       But be the serpent under’t.  He that’s coming
                       Must be provided for; and you shall put
                       This night’s great business into my despatch;
                       Which shall to all our nights and days to come
                       Give solely sovereign sway and masterdom.

60

65

70

a. What is “this night’s great business…”?                                                                                (2 marks)
b. What does Lady Macbeth advise her husband to do in this extract?                                      (3 marks)
c. Refer to the letter that Lady Macbeth reads earlier in this scene and write about the important news 

that it contains.                                                                                                                        (8 marks)
d. Quote the words from this extract that show you how sure Lady Macbeth is that her plan will be 

carried out.                                                                                                                              (2 marks)
e. How important is Lady Macbeth in the events that take place in Acts 1 and 2 of the play?

                                                                                                                                              (10 marks)
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OR

2. “Fair is foul, and foul is fair” the witches chant in the opening Act; discuss how the problem of 
appearances and reality emerges in different episodes in Acts 1 and 2 of the play.

OR

3. Macbeth and Banquo are together when they meet the witches. Describe this episode, comment about 
their different reactions and the way their characters are developed.

TWELFTH NIGHT (William Shakespeare)

1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

MARIA       
             I will drop in his way some obscure epistles of love; 
             wherein, by the colour of his beard, the shape of 
             his leg, the manner of his gait, the expressure of 
             his eye, forehead, and complexion, he shall find 
             himself most feelingly personated.  I can write very 
             like my lady your niece; on a forgotten matter we 
             can hardly make distinction of our hands.

SIR TOBY 
              Excellent! I smell a device

SIR ANDREW 
              I have’t in my nose, too.

SIR TOBY
              He shall think, by the letters that thou wilt drop, 
              that they come from my niece, and that she’s in 
              love with him.

MARIA
              My purpose is, indeed, a horse of that colour.

155

160

165

a. What is Maria planning to do?                                                                                                (5 marks)
b. What triggered this plot?                                                                                                         (5 marks)
c. Describe Malvolio’s character; refer to his words and actions in Acts 1 and 2.                   (10 marks)                                               
e.   Does he deserve this kind of treatment in your opinion? Give examples from the play to make your 

point.                                                                                                                                       (5 marks)
 OR

2. Describe Viola’s and Olivia’s characters. In what way are they similar and different to each other?
     
  OR

3. Men and women deceive each other in many ways and for different reasons in this play. Comment 
on this statement by referring to specific episodes and characters. 
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THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (William Shakespeare)

1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

GRATIANO
You look not well, Signior Antonio;
You have too much respect upon the world:
They lose it that do buy it with much care:
Believe me, you are marvellously changed.

ANTONIO
I hold the world but as the world, Gratiano;
A stage where every man must play a part,
And mine a sad one.

GRATIANO
Let me play the fool:
With mirth and laughter let old wrinkles come,
And let my liver rather heat with wine
Than my heart cool with mortifying groans.
Why should a man, whose blood is warm within,
Sit like his grandsire cut in alabaster?
Sleep when he wakes and creep into the jaundice
By being peevish? 

75

80

85

a. What are the causes of Antonio’s worries?                                                                       (2 marks)
b. Describe Antonio’s central role in Acts 1 and 2.                                                            (10 marks)
c. What is Gratiano’s opinion of the world and what does this show us about his character? 
                                                                                                                                                (5 marks)
d. In the extract above, Antonio compares the world to a stage.  Refer to different episodes in Acts 

1 and 2 that reflect this idea.                                                                                             (8 marks)            
OR

2. ‘Portia is a lucky, rich heiress.’  Discuss with relation to Portia’s character as presented in different 
episodes.

OR
3.  Comment on Morocco’s and Aragon’s choice of caskets and say how their reasoning and  

conclusions reflect their personalities.

A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE (Arthur Miller)

1. Alfieri opens the play with a long speech.  How does Arthur Miller succeed in capturing the 
audience’s attention in this scene and what main themes of the play does Alfieri touch upon 
immediately?

OR
2. Write about Eddie’s inner struggle between the law and the unspoken code of justice when he goes 

to talk to Alfieri about Rodolfo.
OR

3. Examine the characters of Rodolfo and Catherine.  Explore their relationship as it changes and 
develops throughout the play.
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THE PLAY OF KES (Barry Hines and Alan Stronach)

1. Explore and comment on the way the kestrel influences Billy.

OR
2. Prejudice against people who live in estates is one of the most important themes in the play.  

Discuss how this problem is presented throughout the play by referring to specific episodes.

OR
3. Discuss the challenges Billy faces in The Play of Kes.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SECTION B – POETRY              (25 marks)

Read the questions and choose ONE title for this section.

1. “‘The Echoing Green’ and ‘Hide and Seek’ are both about childhood.”  By referring to the 
different features such as images in the poems, show how far this is true.

OR

2. Write about the variety of poetic techniques used by Rudyard Kipling to give his advice in his 
inspiring poem ‘If’.

OR 
3. ‘This is a poem that begs to be read out aloud.  The writer mimics the rhythms of a train bouncing 

along at speed in parts and slowing down in others through his choice of words.’ Comment on this 
statement and give examples with close reference to ‘Night Mail’ by W.H. Auden.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
    

SECTION C – PROSE      (25 marks)

Select the novel you have studied at school.  Read the questions and choose ONE question from this 
section.

THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS

1. Father’s booming voice is one thing Bruno clearly describes in the novel. Describe Father’s 
character and his relationship with his son.

OR

2. What are the techniques used by Boyne to describe the harsh realities in Auschwitz?

PRIVATE PEACEFUL

1. Write about the various episodes that deal with problems of injustice in Private Peaceful by 
Michael Morpurgo.

OR
2. Describe the characters of the Colonel and Sergeant Hanley.  Refer to key episodes in relation to 

these two characters and comment on the way they are similar or different from each other. 
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ANIMAL FARM

1. Animal Farm was published on the heels of World War II, in England in 1945.  George Orwell 
wrote the book during the war as a cautionary fable in order to expose the dangers posed by 
Stalinism and totalitarian governments.  However, the characters and events in the book are still 
relevant to our society today.  Discuss the above with close reference to the novel’s characters and 
events.

OR
2. How would Boxer have told the story of Animal Farm from his point of view?  Interpret the 

events as Boxer would have experienced them and show how this strong but dim-witted animal 
would have told the story.

OR
3. Choose three of the following characters and write about their importance in the novel:

Old Major                     Mr Jones                        Moses                  Squealer

THE GREAT AUTOMATIC GRAMMATIZATOR

1. Humour is one of the best aspects in Roald Dahl’s short stories.  Choose two stories to show how 
Dahl develops humour by using various narrative techniques.

OR

2. Comment on the use of irony in Parson’s Pleasure and The Way up to Heaven.

THE OTHER SIDE OF TRUTH

1. Show how Sade’s character develops throughout the novel; refer to the various experiences that 
change her and help her grow into a strong young adult by the end of the novel.

OR
2. In your opinion, is the ending of the novel positive or negative?  Support your reasons with 

references to specific episodes.

FRANKENSTEIN 

1. How far are two of the characters in Frankenstein portrayed as innately good or innately evil?  
Comment and give examples from specific episodes to show how this influences their identity.

OR

2. One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power. Write an essay in which you 
discuss how one character in Frankenstein frees himself from the power of others or seeks to gain 
power over others. Refer to episodes where the character is caught up in this power struggle.
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SECTION D – UNPREPARED TEXT

Answer ALL the questions in this section.                                                                                  (25 marks)

I know Why the Caged Bird Sings

1

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

A free bird leaps 
on the back of the wind   
and floats downstream   
till the current ends 
and dips his wing 
in the orange sun rays 
and dares to claim the sky. 

But a bird that stalks 
down his narrow cage 
can seldom see through 
his bars of rage 
his wings are clipped and   
his feet are tied 
so he opens his throat to sing. 

The caged bird sings   
with a fearful trill   
of things unknown   
but longed for still   
and his tune is heard   
on the distant hill   
for the caged bird   
sings of freedom. 

The free bird thinks of another breeze 
and the trade winds soft through the sighing trees 
and the fat worms waiting on a dawn bright lawn 
and he names the sky his own. 

But a caged bird stands on the grave of dreams   
his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream   
his wings are clipped and his feet are tied   
so he opens his throat to sing. 

The caged bird sings   
with a fearful trill   
of things unknown   
but longed for still   
and his tune is heard   
on the distant hill   
for the caged bird   
sings of freedom.                            Maya Angelou
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1. Tick () the most appropriate answer.                                                                                             (1 mark)

    The poem is about 

a. a sad bird in a cage.

b. the poet who feels trapped.

c. a description of different bird songs.

d. the importance of freedom.

2. Tick () the most appropriate answer.                  (1 mark)

    The poet

a. draws a contrast between the free bird and the trapped bird.

b. describes the happiness of the free bird.

c. hints that the trapped bird is really happy.

d. thinks that the trapped bird still sings because it can dream of freedom.

3. Quote two verbs that describe the bird’s actions in stanza 1.                                                       (1 mark)             
    
      __________________               ___________________          
                     
4a. Quote a metaphor from stanza 1.                                                                                                  (½ mark)

      __________________________________________________________________________________

  b. Comment on the effect of this metaphor.        (1 mark)

     __________________________________________________________________________________

5. In stanza 1 the free bird, “dares to claim the sky.”                                                               

   a. What is this figure of speech called?  ____________________________                                  (½ mark)

   b. What does it tell us about the free bird?                                                                                        (1 mark)

       __________________________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________________

6a. Quote the word in stanza 2 that indicates contrast.                 _______________                        (1 mark)

  b. Why is it important for the poet to point out that the caged bird’s “wings are clipped and / his feet    
are tied”?                                                                                                                                       (1 mark)

__________________________________________________________________________________
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7. The bird in the cage can hardly see “through/ his bars of rage”;

a. What is this figure of speech called?   ________________                                                          (1 mark)

b. What does it refer to?                                                                                                             (1 mark)

__________________________________________________________________________________

8. By referring to stanza 3, describe the caged bird’s song in your own words.                               (1 mark)
  

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

9.  Why are the references to nature in stanza 4 important?       (2 marks)

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

10. Why are some lines and stanzas repeated?                                                                                  (2 marks)

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

11. The tone of the poem often expresses the poet’s attitude or feelings about the subject.  
Underline the four words that best describe tone in this poem.                                                  (2 marks)                                                                     

   ironical                                   fearful                              furious                             cheerful
                 mournful                                        direct                             insulting                      shocked
calm                             playful                             humorous                                 regretful

12.  The attitude is at times one of despair yet there are also words of hope.                                    (2 marks)

a. Quote a line that indicates that there is a sense of hopelessness and despair:

__________________________________________________________________________________

b. Quote a line that indicates a sense of hope.

__________________________________________________________________________________

13.  By close reference to the poem, discuss the idea of freedom as it emerges in this poem.          (6 marks)      

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________


